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1 . HEREWITH FULL TEXT WASHINGTON POST ARTICLE BY ROW- 
LAND EVANS AND ROBERT NOVAK, THURSDAY, APRIL 13 HEADED 
"HOW OUR NUCLEAR POLICY BENEFITS THE KREMLIN." 


2. PARTLY OBSCURED BEHIND THE SHOCK WAVES OF PRESIDENT 
CARTER'S NEUTRON "BOMB" DECISION, A CRISIS ON NUCLEAR 
POWER IS BUILDING IN THE WESTERN ALLIANCE OVER THE 
CREEPING U.S. EMBARGO AGAINST EXPORT OF RAW MATERIAL FOR 
NUCLEAR POWER PLANTS, WITH THE SOVIET UNION BENEFITING 
DIRECTLY. 


3. THE LIMIT ON EXPORTING U.S.-PRODUCED ENRICHED URAN- 
IUM COMES OUT OF THE NEW NUCLEAR NONPROLIFERATION ACT, 
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WITH THIS UNINTENDED RESULT: SOVIET NUCLEAR POWER BE- 
COMES PREEMINENT. SINCE BREEDER-REACTOR TECHNOLOGY IS 
REGARDED BY OIL-STARVED EUROPE AS VITAL TO FUTURE 
ENERGY NEEDS, OUR EUROPEAN ALLIES MAY TURN EASTWARD FOR 
THEIR ENRICHED URANIUM AND TECHNOLOGY EXCHANGE. 


4. EVEN WITHOUT THE NEW ACT, THE PRESIDENT'S 
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ABHORRENCE OF THE BREEDER REACTOR POINTS TO SOVIET 
DOMINATION-AS WAS POINTED OUT IN A CONFIDENTIAL LETTER 
DELIVERED TO CARTER APRIL 4 FROM REP. JOHN W. WYDLER OF 
NEW YORK. THE SENIOR REPUBLICAN ON THE HOUSE SCIENCE 
COMMITTEE, WYDLER WARNED THE PRESIDENT THAT "IT IS 
FRIGHTENING TO SPECULATE ON THE DEGREE OF CONTROL OF THE 
WORLD MARKET (FOR BREEDER-PRODUCED NUCLEAR POWER) THAT 
THE SOVIET UNION MIGHT ACHIEVE BY IMPLEMENTING" ITS 
FAST-MOVING NUCLEAR POWER PROGRAM. 

5. ECONOMIC AND POLITICAL STAKES IN THE RUSH FOR 
NUCLEAR ENERGY BY THE WESTERN DEMOCRACIES AND JAPAN ARE 
AWESOME. CONSIDERING THAT, THE CARTER ADMINISTRATION'S 
NUCLEAR NONPOLICY COULD CONTRIBUTE TO ANOTHER GLOBAL 
VICTORY FOR THE EXPANSIVE MASTERS OF THE KREMLIN. 

6. THE NUCLEAR NONPROLIFERATION ACT, SIGNED INTO LAW 
MARCH 10 BY CARTER, ADDS TO THE DANGER. IT GIVES THE 
NINE WESTERN EUROPEAN COUNTRIES WHO BELONG TO EURATOM 
30 DAYS TO START NEGOTIATIONS WITH THE UNITED STATES. 

THE LAW BANS U.S. EXPORTS OF ENRICHED URANIUM TO WEST- 
ERN EUROPE UNLESS EURATOM AGREES TO U.S. CONTROL OVER 
SPENT FUEL MANUFACTURED IN EUROPEAN PLANTS. 

7. THAT IS VITALLY IMPORTANT, GIVING WASHINGTON VETO 
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POWER OVER REPROCESSING SPENT FUEL AND, HENCE, OVER 
EUROPE'S POWER TO BUILD BREEDER NUCLEAR POWER PLANTS. 

THE BREEDER, MAKING ITS OWN FUEL AS IT MANUFACTURES 
POWER, IS NEARLY INDISPENSABLE TO EUROPE'S FUTURE POWER 
NEEDS. 

8. THIS UNILATERAL CHANGE IN EXISTING AGREEMENTS 
DATING BACK TO THE MID-60'S INFURIATED THE EUROPEAN NA- 
TIONS. FORCED TO PLAY THE HIGH-STAKES NUCLEAR POWER 
GAME THE WASHINGTON WAY, THEIR FIRST REACTION WAS SYM- 
BOLIC RETALIATION. WITH THE FRENCH TAKING THE LEAD, 

THEY SIMPLY IGNORED THE PROVISION IN THE NEW U.S. LAW 
GIVING THEM 30 DAYS TO START NEGOTIATIONS FOR NEW LI- 
CENSES TO IMPORT ENRICHED URANIUM. 

9. THE EURATOM NATIONS WILL SURELY AGREE, PROBABLY 
SOON, TO NEGOTIATE NEW ENRICHED-URANIUM CONTRACTS. BUT 
THUMBING THEIR NOSES AT STARTING THE TALKS WITHIN THE 

30 DAYS IS A SYMBOL OF THEIR ANGER. 

10. CARTER’S DEEPLY ROOTED FEAR IS THAT REPROCESSED 
FUEL- WHICH IS WEAPONS-GRADE FUEL-COULD BE TURNED 
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ILLEGALLY INTO BOMBS. THAT IS UNDERSTANDABLE WHEN CON- 
SIDERED IN A POLITICAL VACUUM. UNFORTUNATELY, HOWEVER, 
THE SOVIET UNION HAS NO PARALLEL CONCERNS. THE SOVIETS 
ARE FAR AHEAD OF THE BREEDER REACTOR CURVE TODAY AND 
PICKING UP EVER MORE SPEED. 

1 1 . REP. WYDT.ER DRAFTED HIS WARNING TO THE PRESIDENT 
AFTER TALKS WITH THE INTERNATIONAL ATOMIC ENERGY AGENCY 
IN VIENNA, THE FRENCH ATOMIC ENERGY COMMISSION AND 
FINALLY WITH THE RUSSIANS IN MOSCOW LAST MONTH. A 
CONGRESSIONAL EXPERT ON NUCLEAR POWER, WYDLER PREDICTED 
TO CARTER THAT WE ARE "ON THE VERGE OF AN ATOMIC 
SPUTNIK"— A SUDDEN SOVIET ADVANCE. 
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12. HE WARNED THE PRESIDENT THAT HIS OPPOSITION TO THE 
CLINCH RIVER EXPERIMENTAL BREEDER REACTOR SIGNALS ALL 
OTHER NATIONS THAT THE UNITED STATES IS NOT SERIOUS 
ABOUT PRESERVING THE BREEDER AS A LONG-RANGE OPTION; 

THAT HAS UNDERMINED U.S. NUCLEAR POWER CREDIBILITY 
ABROAD "AND MADE US AN UNRELIABLE NUCLEAR PARTNER." 

13. OVER CARTER'S PROTEST, CONGRESS HAS KEPT THE 
CLINCH RIVER "BREEDER" FROM DYING A PREMATURE DEATH. 

BUT THAT DOES NOT RELIEVE THE PRESIDENT FROM GETTING 
HIS ACT TOGETHER AND TAKING ON THE FORMIDABLE, RICHLY 
FINANCED ANTI-NUCLEAR LOBBY (WITH ITS EQUALLY FORMIDABLE 
AGENTS ENSCONCED AS OFFICIALS DEEP INSIDE HIS ADMIN- 
ISTRATION). OTHERWISE, THE WEST MAY BE DOOMED TO FALL 
BEHIND THE COMMUNIST BLOC, NEVER TO RECOVER. 

14. FOR EXAMPLE, THE SOVIETS NOW OPERATE A 350-MEG- 
AWATT EXPERIMENTAL "BREEDER" ON THE CASPIAN SEA AND 
WILL COMPLETE A 600-MEGAWATT PLANT IN 1980. DESIGN IS 
BEGINNING FOR A 1,600-MEGAWATT PLANT, WHICH THE RUS- 
SIANS TOLD WYDLER WOULD TAKE ONLY SEVEN YEARS TO BUILD. 

15. NO WONDER, THEN, THAT THE NEW LAW LIMITING EXPORT 
OF U.S. ENRICHED URANIUM IS CREATING CONSTERNATION. 

FOLLOWING EURATOM S SYMBOLIC REFUSAL TO START NEW TALKS 
WITHIN THE 30-DAY PERIOD, WEST GERMANY WILL SOON IN- 
CREASE ITS PURCHASE OF ENRICHED URANIUM FROM THE RUS- 
SIANS. MORE ATTACKS ON THE EXPOSED FLANK OF PRESIDENT 
CARTER'S NUCLEAR POWER POLICY WILL SURELY FOLLOW. CHRISTOPHER 
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